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All the right moves here

By ERIN SOMERVILLE

FOR some. playing chess s
more than just exercising the
mind.

When Albury Chess Club
ook on competitors &t the
Junee Comectional Centr this
month, the positive benefits of
the ganw on the inmates wer
undeniable.

“] can’t express enough the
appreciation our inmates feel
from these tvpe of events with
community members  visiting
the gaol” activities co-onding-
tor o Junoe Comrectional Centre
Mick Perkins told Albury Chess
Club members

“The changes 1 see occuming
with these inmates are amazing.

“Just & couple of behaviours
I have noticed in the Jast IR
months 10 W0 yoars singe we
have begen our chess club are
a few with low selfvsteem have
really come out of their shells
and become momr social.

“thhers have shown pa
tienoe and a willing to help oth-
ers thal in the past would nod
have happened - and of course
the exercise for the mind and
thinking skills.

“Who would hawe thought
that playing chess would havwe
these profound benefus!”

Albury Chess Club were
joined by competitors  from
Wagpa and Canbermra. who 3l

went through metal detectors,
security. and gates o get to thewr
fame.

“The inmates came from a
broad spactrum of society. from
young o nod so young and a
nch mix of cultures” Albury
Chess Club secretary  Gooff
Lindsay said.

But sitting across from each
other over the chessboard, all
the competitors were equal.

“A number of staff volun-
toered to come in on their day
off to suppont the inmates - we
were told about the services

available 1o the inmates to de
velop their life skills, train them
in cultural skills, trades and
higher keaming.

“The whok direction of the
gaol was not punishment but
tramning and the dewlopment of
responsibility and leaming such
that the inmates could make a
sucoessful graduation to sociely

on their rekease.”

Afer 3 series of inense
rounds, the final scores were
tallied before Canberra 1 ook
out the winning titk. followed
by Wagga. Albury 1. Junce, Al
bury 2 and Canberra 2.

“It was a wonderful day for
all of us.” Mr Lindsay said.

“ It was an eye -opener for all
of us as to the true nature of a
medium 1o low secunity prison

“lt was not all about heavy
stone walls, stereotvpical pris.
oners and harsh staff.

“It was sbout a secure but
open plan facility withexcellent
facilities, supportive and help-
ful s1aff and a group of men of
all persuasions who appreciated
the company and the chance 10
show off some of their incred:
ible walents.

“Hopefully we will be able
to xtum later this vear to chal-
kenge for the trophy again™
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Logistica! skills were put to the

13000

test on the chessboard.



